Executive Summary:  Standardized Tests Results at Region 9 
Although an individual student’s report card and cumulative transcript are the most reliable indicator of his or her academic progress, a school system should not rely on one source of information to build a profile of a student’s proficiency and achievement.  Therefore, a number of standardized assessments are administered to Barlow students in order to provide regional, state, and national comparisons and indicators of their readiness to proceed beyond high school education.  

At the state level, all sophomores are required by state law to take a series of tests in the spring of their tenth grade year.  Known as the Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT), these tests assess the student’s ability to read non-fiction, respond to literature, write, edit, complete math tasks, and display knowledge and skills related to science.  Sophomores also sit for the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) which is the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT) and a preparatory test for the College Board's Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT). 
Both the PSAT and the SAT, which is usually taken during a student’s junior year and  the fall of his or her senior year, assess a student’s reading and writing skills as well as math ability and critical reasoning skills.  

The state-mandated CAPT is part of the requirement for graduation; the other standardized assessments are part of the college application process.  Most students at Joel Barlow High School meet the state standard of the CAPT during their sophomore year; others have an opportunity to be retested if they did not meet goal during their junior year.  The high school staff works with all students to maximize their chances of passing the CAPT and earning their diplomas.

Standardized test results for Region 9 are contained in the first part of the Region 9 Annual Report, which is linked directly below this executive summary on the www.er9.org Web site.  
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