Executive Summary:  Project Choice Program

The Project Choice Program, which is sometimes referred to as the Open Choice Program, was created by Connecticut legislation designed to increase racial, ethnic, and economic diversity in public school districts. 
Students from Bridgeport, Hartford and New Haven are given the opportunity to attend schools in bordering school districts when space is available.  Seven districts currently participate in the program from the Greater Bridgeport Area:  Fairfield, Trumbull, Stratford, Westport, Weston, Monroe, and Easton. Students from the suburbs may also elect to attend schools in Bridgeport, Hartford, or New Haven. 
Enrollments are offered by participating school districts in grades K-12.  Lotteries are used to place students when there are more applications than spaces available.  Once children enter the program they become the responsibility of the receiving district. Students remain in the district until they have completed either middle school or high school.  The State pays a grant of $2,500 to the receiving districts for each participating student. There is no tuition cost to parents. The first $2,500 of extra costs for students with special needs is paid by the receiving district; the remainder is paid by the district where the student lives. Transportation costs are paid by the Connecticut State Department of Education. Transportation arrangements are made by the regional educational service center serving the area.
The Project Choice Program report is linked directly below this executive summary on the www.er9.org Web site.
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