Executive Summary:  Joel Barlow High School Program of Studies 

This executive summary outlines the content of the Joel Barlow High School Program of Studies.  A more detailed description of the Program of Studies may be found in the introductory pages of the actual publication.
Using the Program of Studies

The Program of Studies has been designed to support effective curriculum planning by delivering a clear, student-directed description of course offerings and support services.  It is organized by discipline with additional emphasis on interdisciplinary studies and off-campus learning opportunities.  Students and parents should review this publication carefully, with the intention of enhancing their interests and abilities and furthering their educational and vocational goals through their academic program.  Through careful reflection and personalized, thoughtful course selection, students can realize the school’s mission of enhancing intellectual curiosity, personal integrity, individual well-being and civic responsibility.
Mission Statement

We, the community of Joel Barlow High School, believe in a rigorous, dynamic education that respects the diversity of student abilities and interests.  Committed to an open and active exchange of ideas, we promote values, knowledge, and skills that foster personal integrity, intellectual curiosity, individual well-being, and civic responsibility.

Guiding Principle

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” 

William Butler Yeats

The measure of an education, that which will sustain learners beyond Joel Barlow High School, is the vital exchange between educators and students.  We hold to the tenets of that exchange:  the stimulation of the intellect, the cultivation of inquiry, the fostering of thoughtful behavior, the enhancement of a sense of wonder, the quest for truth.  The essential nature of the classroom is more than the transfer of content.  It is an invitation for all students to develop the promise of their inherent talents.  The informing metaphor of our school community is learning-as-discovery with the expectation that, by using their minds well, students will have opportunities to appreciate the triumphs, the frustrations, and the incongruities of the human spirit.

Graduation Credit Requirements
All students must acquire a total of 48 semester credits to graduate.  Some courses are designed to be full-year or two-semester courses. Of this requirement eight credit hours must be in English, six in mathematics, six in science (two in Life Science, two in Physical Science and two electives), six in social studies (two in U.S. History, two in Our Western Tradition, one in Non-Western Study, one in American Government); four credit hours in the area of Fine and Applied Arts (one in fine or performing art, one in applied art, two electives from business education, computer education & technology and technology); five credit hours in Health/Physical Education (two in grade nine and one each for grades ten, eleven and twelve); and thirteen elective credit hours.

Competence in Basic Skills is required for graduation from Joel Barlow High School.
Reading:  Students must achieve the state standard of the CAPT Reading Test or a score of 15 or better on the CAPT Reading for information Subtest or a score at least in the average range on the Nelson Denny Reading Test.  

Writing:  In writing, students must achieve the state standard in the Writing Across the Disciplines Test of the CAPT or achieve a level of “Effective – Level 4” on the junior writing portfolio.  

Mathematics:  In mathematics, students must achieve the state standard on the CAPT Mathematics Test or achieve a score of 13 or better on the CAPT Number/Quantity and Algebra Subtests, or achieve a score of 45 or better on the math portion of the junior year PSAT or achieve a score of 450 or better on the math portion of the SAT or achieve standard in the senior year on a school developed CAPT mathematics subtest or achieve standard on school-developed criterion-referenced performance tasks.  

Science:  In science, students must achieve the state standard on the CAPT Science Test or achieve a score of 9 or better on the CAPT Science Experimentation Subtest or demonstrate satisfactory performance on three lab experiences in the curriculum of a junior or senior-year science course.  

Technology:  In technology, students must demonstrate competence in the use of word processing and the development of computer-based spreadsheet, a computer-based visual presentation and a computer-based document that integrates elements from two or more software applications.  They must also demonstrate competence in using a computer network by storing and retrieving documents on the school’s server and using search engines to access information from a local area network or website and by employing e-mail.  They must demonstrate competence in using simulation software and multiple, advanced features of a software application.

Accelerated Programs

There are currently twelve different advanced placement academic courses.  All students are required to take the Advanced Placement examination(s) in May.  In addition, the University of Connecticut Co-Op Program is available to students enrolled in AP Biology, AP Calculus, AP French, and AP Spanish.  Students may receive college credit awarded through the University of Connecticut and transferable to most colleges and universities.

Course Summaries

All curriculum guide summaries are available through the Joel Barlow website (www.er9.org/jbhs). 
The link for the Joel Barlow High School Program of Studies is directly below this executive summary on the www.er9.org Web site.
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