
 Executive Summary:  The Easton Learning Foundation (ELF)

The Easton Learning Foundation (ELF), founded in 2004, is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization of community volunteers that is dedicated to enriching the Town of Easton’s strong commitment to quality education and lifelong learning.  To that end, the foundation strives to secure financial and human resources for innovative educational projects and programs by:
· Funding initiatives that are not included in the school budget
· Partnering with the school district to help achieve its vision
· Building community-wide support for the benefit of our schools 

ELF provides excellence in our schools in three ways:

1. Innovative Technology
2. Exciting Classroom Projects
3. Professional Development for our teachers 
The superintendent, the assistant superintendent, the head of school, and the principals meet with ELF members often to discuss the goals of the school district for the upcoming year.  ELF aligns its goals with those of the school district.

ELF provides not only grants at the individual schools but also provides district-wide grants.  The SMART Board campaign is an example of an ELF district-wide initiative.  With the tremendous financial support of Easton residents and their employers, businesses, and families, ELF funded the installation of SMART Boards in every classroom at Samuel Staples Elementary School and Helen Keller Middle School.  ELF has purchased 41 SMART Boards for SSES and 21 SMART Boards for HKMS.  ELF also co-funded 29 SMART Boards with Redding Education Foundation for Joel Barlow High School.
ELF has funded exciting classroom projects created and implemented by teachers.  Some examples of the grants ELF has funded are the 2008 Presidential Election Project at SSES; the Easton to Uganda book, created at SSES; the DNA Extraction Lab at HKMS; the Skywatch Telescope program at HKMS; and the Auction/Lakota Indian Community Service Project at JBHS.  It also funded the attendance of two JBHS faculty members at the Harvard Graduate School Redesigning the American High School conference.  These are just some of the accomplishments of ELF.

ELF is able to fund new academic initiatives and new technology opportunities because of the generosity of the Easton community.  To learn more about ELF, please visit the ELF Web site at www.eastonlearningfoundation.org.       
Report prepared by Joan Parker, Principal of Helen Keller Middle School.
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