Executive Summary:  Easton 2008 CMT-4 Scores 
The Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) measures student performance in the areas of mathematics, reading and writing. The assessment is based on the Connecticut curriculum standards and grade-level expectations for each content area. Under the Federal No Child Left Behind legislation requirement, all students in grades 3 through 8 must be tested annually. Beginning in the 2007-08 academic year, students in grades 5 and 8 were also tested in the area of science.  The summary below outlines current CMT results for grade-to-grade comparisons, DRG A rankings, and highlights of year-to-year cohort data. A more detailed analysis of the content strands for each testing area, as well as an analysis for statistical differences of grade-specific performances within DRG A and comparisons of year-to-year cohort performances can be viewed by accessing the CMT PowerPoint presentation to the Easton Board of Education at the tri-district Web site www.er9.org. Action plans for improving student achievement in all areas of weakness have been developed by each school and shared with the Board of Education, and are also available on the tri-district Web site.
Mathematics
Students in grades three, five, six, and eight performed very well on the CMT in the area of mathematics. In grade-to-grade comparisons of mathematics, grade three scores increased from 85.6% at or above goal to 87.9%; grade five scores increased from 89.7% at or above goal to 91.5%; grade six scores increased from 86.3% at or above goal to 88.4%; and grade eight increased from 84.3% at or above goal to 91.4%. In regards to the DRG A ranking of eight school districts in mathematics, grade three ranked second, grade four ranked first, grade five ranked fourth, and grade eight ranked third.
Overall, there have been steady increases in an examination of year-to-year cohort data with a significant increase specifically with grade three students in 2005-06 scoring 79.5% at or above goal compared to the same students taking the test as fourth graders in 2006-07 scoring 91% at or above goal.

Reading 
Students in grades four, five, seven and eight performed well in the area of reading. In grade-to-grade comparisons of reading, grade four scores showed a significant gain from 83.6% at or above goal to 87.2%; grade seven scores increased from 85.5% at or above goal to 91.1%. There were marginal gains in grade five scores from 86.5% at or above goal to 86.8% and in grade eight from 87.4% at or above goal to 89.1%. There was a significant decrease in the grade three scores from 84.8% at or above goal to 70.5% and in grade six from 94% at or above goal to 88.4%. In regards to the DRG A ranking of eight school districts in reading, grade four ranked second.
Overall, there have been steady increases in an examination of year-to-year cohort data with four out of five cohort groups improving performance in the area of reading.
Action plans have been developed to improve reading achievement at the primary level, specifically in grades K-3 in the area of comprehending nonfiction text.

Writing

In grade-to-grade comparisons of writing, there was a significant increase in the writing scores in grades three, four and eight. Grade three students increased from 77.4% at or above goal to 82.4%; in grade four from 81.3% at or above goal to 88%; and in grade eight from 85% at or above goal to 91.4%. A marginal decrease was indicated in the grade six scores from 87.2% at or above goal to 85.3%. Significant decreases were indicated in grade five from 88.1% at or above goal to 83.7% and in grade seven from 87.1% at or above goal to 82.1%.  

In regards to the DRG A ranking of eight school districts in writing, grade three ranked fourth, grade four ranked second, and grade six ranked third.

An overall examination of year-to-year cohort data indicates that three out of five cohort groups showed steady increases in writing with a significant increase with students as third graders in 2006-07 with 77.4% at or above goal and as fourth graders in 2007-08 with 88% at or above goal representing a ten percentage point increase. 

Action plans have been developed to improve student achievement in the area of writing, specifically in editing and revising.
Science
Science was assessed for students in grades 5 and 8 per NCLB legislation.  In grade 5, 79.8% of students were at or above goal, and in grade 8, 85.2% scored at or above goal.  This baseline information indicates a need to revisit the science curriculum and instruction practices.

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

AYP was achieved in math and reading both at the individual school levels. At the district level, the subgroup of Students with Disabilities did not meet AYP in the area of reading. 
The link for the Easton 2008 CMT-4 report is directly below this executive summary on the www.er9.org Web site. 
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