Executive Summary:  College Admissions

Across the country, the number of students graduating from high school has been rising for more than a decade, and the U.S. Department of Education predicts that it will continue to rise until 2013. The percentage of high school graduates applying to college has also risen in recent years, to the point where two thirds of high school juniors now say they intend to go to college. As a result of the increased competition, high school students apply to more and more colleges to hedge against rejection. According to a 2007 report of the National Association of College Admissions Counselors, thirty-two percent of students were applying to seven or more colleges, compared with only nine percent a decade ago. The difficulty with this strategy is that an increase in applications leads to greater uncertainty, which leads to a further increase in applications, and so on.

True to the national trend, the number of applications processed at Joel Barlow continues to rise, with the class of 2008 filing 1602 applications among 228 students, approximately seven applications per student. Five years ago, Joel Barlow graduates were averaging five applications per students, and ten years ago the average was only three.

Despite the increase in applications and the attendant issues of unpredictability, Joel Barlow students have continued to be very successful in their quest for college admission. The percentage of applications with a positive result has held steady at approximately 50 percent for the past several years. Interestingly, application results from 2008 Barlow graduates were more affirmative among the schools listed as most competitive, highly competitive, or very competitive, 28%, 58%, and 57% respectively, as compared to the 2007 results of 21%, 44%, and 50%. Applications to somewhat less competitive colleges, on the other hand, produced lower acceptance rates than the previous year (48% in 2008 vs. 62% in 2007). Overall, the consistent acceptance rate of approximately 50% would suggest that most students are realistic about their opportunities, and are selecting a careful balance of schools that meet their needs and academic profiles. 

The college admissions report is the second part of the Region 9 Annual Report which is linked directly below this executive summary on the www.er9.org Web site.  

Report prepared by Anne Kipp, Interim Assistant Principal of Joel Barlow High School.

10/2008

