REGION 9 COMMITTEE ON INSURANCE

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING

December 1, 2008

ATTENDEES: J. Gaspar, C. Gombos, J. Allan

ADMINISTRATION: A. Fossbender, P. Sullivan, T. McMorran

PUBLIC: Approximately 10 members of the public, representatives of the teacher’s associations, 2 representatives from United Healthcare

CALL TO ORDER:

Dr. Gaspar called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION: That the minutes of the November 6, 2008 Special Meeting be approved.  Allan, Gombos.  Approved.  Unanimously.

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS

David Matthieu, the Region’s health insurance broker, reviewed the Self-Funded Program Comparison he compiled. He reviewed the total fixed costs, total expected claims, and total expected cost for the three firms that have bid on the Regions’ health insurance plans, Anthem, Aetna, and United Health Care.  The Committee discussed effecting a change as of 1/1/09 but determined that it could not be completed properly.  Aside from the administrative matters that must be addressed and the meetings with the unions, the Committee and administration was concerned about whether or not the projected savings would be realized due to the possible runnout costs from changing in the middle of a contract.  United Health Care agreed that they would need 60 days to implement a change.  Mr. Matthieu provided a timeline to use for evaluating whether or not to change insurance carriers as of the normal renewal date, July 1, 2009. Cigna has indicated an interest in bidding as long as the effective date was July 1st and not January 1, 2009.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Several members of the public spoke in favor of changing carriers effective January 1, 2009 due to projected savings.  The teachers’ unions’ insurance consultant encouraged the Committee to review all of the features of the plans to insure that the unions will be getting substantially equal coverage to what they currently have.

ADJOURNMENT:

Dr. Gaspar adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Allan, Acting Secretary

