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Students





Attendance and Excuses





Regular attendance is one of the cornerstones of an appropriate education, and the Boards of Education strongly urge all members of the community to assign the highest priority to helping all students develop good work habits and patterns of regular and punctual attendance.  Time lost from class for any reason represents a significant loss of educational opportunity for all students.





Certain absences are, of course, unavoidable and will be excused by the school district, but it is essential that all members of the community realize that students should not lose any instructional time for any but the most serious reasons.





Students with excused absences from school or class will be given appropriate opportunity to make up whatever work they have missed in order to complete curriculum requirements.





Absence from school for vacations, trips, appointments outside of the school and similar cases is discouraged.  Teachers are not required to provide make-up instruction for such absences.





Connecticut state law requires parents or guardians to cause their children to attend school regularly whenever the public school is in session.  Learning experiences that occur in the classroom are meaningful and essential components of the learning process.





The Boards of Education require that accurate records be kept of the attendance of each child in the district.   A student should not be absent from school without the knowledge and consent of parent or guardian.  Verification of absence should be provided by parent or guardian.





The Board affirms that students who miss a substantial portion of any course or program because of absenteeism and/or tardiness may be denied academic credit for the course(s) or program(s) involved.





Students attending school who are over eighteen (18) years of age, and whose attendance is not otherwise required by law, but who are registered in the school district must maintain satisfactory attendance.





Request for Early Dismissal





Request for release of a student during the school day must be managed in a manner which provides for the safety and welfare of the student.





Legal Reference:	Connecticut General Statutes 





			10-184, 10-199, 10-202e-f and 10�221(b) 


			Campbell v. New Milford, 193 Conn. 93 (1984)
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