5141.4(a)
STUDENTS

Reporting of Child Abuse/Neglect

RATIONALE – It is the public policy of the State of Connecticut to: protect children whose health and welfare may be adversely affected through injury and neglect; strengthen the family and make the home safe for children by enhancing the parental capacity for good child care; provide a temporary or permanent nurturing and safe environment for children where necessary; and, for these purposes, require the reporting of suspected child abuse or neglect, investigation of such reports by a social agency/local police, and the provision of services, where needed, to such child and family.

In order to assure that the above policy of the State of Connecticut is fully implemented, the Redding School District does hereby establish the following policies with respect to suspected abuse and neglect of students.

1. All personnel of the Redding School District shall fully comply with all the requirements of the Connecticut General Statutes and with the regulations promulgated by the Commissioner of Children and Families with respect to the reporting of suspected abuse and/or neglect of a child in accordance with the administrative procedures of the Redding School District.

2. All personnel of the Redding School District shall fully comply with all the requirements of the Connecticut General Statutes and Regulations promulgated by the Director of the Office of Protection and Advocacy for persons with mental retardation with respect to the reporting of suspected abuse and/or neglect of mentally retarded students in accordance with the administrative procedures of the Redding School District.

3. All personnel shall cooperate fully with any investigation of suspected abuse and/or neglect by the Department of Children and Families (DCF), a law enforcement agency, and/or the Office of Protection and Advocacy for persons with mental retardation, and with all court proceedings involving suspected abuse and/or neglect.

4. Such mandated reporting requirements of the Connecticut General Statutes and regulations, and the administrative procedures regarding reporting, shall be appropriately reviewed with all professional and paraprofessional personnel who are mandated reporters, and with school personnel who are not mandated reporters (e.g. secretaries, maintenance, cafeteria, and transportation staff) at periodic intervals not less frequently than once each school year.

5. Any student suspected of having been abused or neglected who is in need of health care attention shall be provided such health care to the same extent it would be provided to any other child in need of such care.
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6.
All personnel of the Redding School District shall treat all cases of suspected abuse and neglect with full consideration for the privacy of students and families, and will maintain appropriate confidentiality within the limitations of federal and state laws and local policy.
The purpose of this Board Policy is to inform all employees in the school system of the statutory requirements to report suspected child physical or sexual abuse, and neglect, and of their immunity from civil liability or criminal penalty for making such reports.

Legal Citation:
Conn. Gen Statute Sections 17a-28, 17a-100, 17a-101, 17a-101a, 103, & 106; 19a-458a; 46a-11b, 46b-120. 
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