5141.3
Students

Health Assessment and Immunizations

The Board of Education recognizes the importance of periodic health assessments according to

state health regulations.

The Board shall require that students have health assessments in order to ascertain whether students are suffering from any disability tending to limit their opportunity to receive full benefit from school instruction.  In addition, the health assessment will be used to determine whether schoolwork should be modified in order to prevent injury to the students or to secure suitable programs of education for the students.

The Board adheres to those state laws that pertain to school immunizations and health assessments.  The Board may deny continued attendance in school to any student who fails to obtain the health assessments required under Connecticut General Statutes, Section 10-206 and/or the immunizations required under Connecticut General Statutes, Section 10-204(a).

Parents/guardians wishing their children exempt, or emancipated minors or students at least 18 years of age wishing to be exempt, from health assessments and/or immunizations may request such exemption in writing from the Superintendent of Schools.

No record of any student medical assessment may be open to the public.

As required, beginning February 2004, the district will annually report to the Department of Public Health and to the local health director the asthma data obtained through the required asthma assessments, including student demographics.  The district, as required, will also participate in annual school surveys conducted by the Department of Public Health pertaining to asthma.

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes

10-204 Vaccination.

10-204a Required immunizations.

10-204c Immunity from liability.

10-205 Appointment of school medical advisers.

10-206 Health assessments.

10-206a Free health assessment.

10-207 Duties of medical advisers.

10-208 Exemption from examination or treatment.

10-208a Physical activity of student restricted; boards to honor notice. 

10-209 Records not to be public.

10-212 School nurses.

10-214 Vision, audiometric and postural screenings.
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Section 10-206 of the Connecticut General Statutes requires that each student, prior to enrollment in public schools and students in either grade 6 or grade 7 and either grade 10 or grade 11 be given a health assessment. The examination shall be conducted by a legally qualified practitioner of medicine, an advanced practice registered nurse or a registered nurse licensed pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 378, a physician assistant licensed pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 370, or by the school medical advisor.

1.      Responsibility

The responsibility for carrying out these procedures will be assigned to the school nurse.

2.
New Enrollees: Preschool or Kindergarten Students 
a. Prior to attending classes, a preschool or kindergarten student must have a fully completed health assessment form (HAR-3) or ED 191 – CT Early Childhood Health Assessment Record on file with the school nurse.

b. This health assessment form will be given to the parents/guardians of preschool or kindergarten students at the time of registration or screening, with an accompanying letter to explain the requirement that the form must be completely executed by the parent/guardian and a physician and that it must be on file in the school before the student can be allowed to attend classes.

3.
New Enrollees: From Outside Connecticut (any grade level)

a. Before any new student, coming from outside of Connecticut, may be admitted to classes, a fully completed health assessment form (HAR-3) or ED 191 – CT Early Childhood Health Assessment Record must be on file with the school nurse.
b. The health assessment form will be given to the parent/guardian of the new enrollee at the time of registration with an explanatory letter stating the requirement that the form must be completely executed and on file in the school before the student is allowed to attend classes.  When, in the judgement of the school nurse, the new student is in need of further testing or treatment, the Superintendent or his/her designee shall provide written notice to the parent/guardian and shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that such further testing or treatment is provided.  The completed health assessment form must be based upon a physical examination that occurred within a calendar year of school admission.
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c. 
If determined by physician on assessment (HAR-3) to be coming from high-risk area  a Tine or PPD must be administered and results documented prior to entry to school.   
4.      New Enrollees: From Another Connecticut District (any grade)

a. Before a new student, enrolling from another Connecticut school district, can be admitted to classes, either a fully completed health assessment form (HAR-3) must be on file with the school nurse or the school nurse will have verified with the former Connecticut school district (by phone or letter) that a fully executed health assessment form is on file in that district and will be forwarded to this school district immediately.  At the time of inquiry, the nurse must determine if the health record being sent notes any areas of significant concern. When, in the judgement of the school nurse, the new student is in need of further testing or treatment, the Superintendent or his/her designee shall provide written notice to the parent/guardian and shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that such further testing or treatment is provided. The completed health assessment form must be based upon a physical examination which occurred within a calendar year of school admission.

b. If no such health assessment form exists in the former school district, then the provisions governing enrollment of new students from outside of the state will apply.
c. If determined by physician on assessment (HAR-3) to be coming from high-risk area a Tine or PPD must be administered and results documented prior to entry to school.   

5.
Current District Students in Grade 6 and Grade 10 

a. Students currently enrolled in the school district and in attendance in grade six and grade ten will be required to undergo a health assessment by a physician as specified on Form HAR-3.  Also, students who are placed out of the school district in other schools or therapeutic treatment programs during the year the assessment is required must complete a health assessment.
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b. The necessary forms and an accompanying letter will be mailed to each parent or guardian of students about to enter grade six and grade ten. Students will have from June 1st of grade 5 through grade 6 and June 1st in grade 9 through grade 10 to complete the health assessment.
c. The completely executed health assessment form HAR-3 must be returned to the school nurse and placed on file by the last day of the school year for the sixth grade and the last day of the school year for the tenth grade.
6. Responsibility for Assessments

a. Health assessments for students in grade 6 and grade 10 shall be provided by a legally qualified practitioner of medicine, an advanced registered nurse, a registered nurse licensed pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes, Chap. 378, or a physician assistant licensed pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes, Chap. 370 or a school medical advisor.

b. The school district will assume responsibility for the provision of a health assessment of a student in grade six and ten only if (a) the student's parents/guardian meet the eligibility requirements for free or reduced price meals under the National School Lunch Program or for free milk under the special milk program, and (b) the student's parents/guardian request that the school system provide the assessment and such request is made in writing.

c. In such cases the nurse will arrange for the health assessment to be conducted by the school physician or his/her designee and will ensure that the parent is notified of the time and date of the assessment, is invited to attend the examination, and that the examination is conducted in accordance with applicable state regulations.
7.
Extension of Time Requirements: Procedures

a. If a student's health assessment is not completed and filed within the time stipulated, and if there is good reason for a delay, which the parent/guardian presents in writing to the principal, then the principal may grant an extension of time not to exceed one month from the last day of school.   
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b. If the extension of time granted by the principal is exhausted and the assessment is still not on file and there is good reason for a further delay, again presented in writing, then the superintendent may grant an additional extension of time until August 15th.
c. If the August extension is passed and the assessment is still not filed, then the matter will be brought to the attention of the Board of Education by the Superintendent of Schools along with recommendation for appropriate action.

8.        Waivers and Exemptions

a. Any student will be exempt from the health assessment requirements of the law and local regulations if the student's parents/guardian file a written declaration with the school nurse objecting to the health assessment on religious grounds. See Appendix A.

b. This declaration will become a permanent part of the student's health records in the school district.

9.
Review of Health Assessments

a. The school nurse will be responsible for reviewing the specific details of each health assessment.  If any assessment contains areas of concern which are relevant to the student's attendance at or performance in school, then such information must be reviewed with the parents and should also be shared with the principal and with those staff members with a legitimate educational interest to know such information.

b. In any case where the school district has provided the physician for the health assessment, then the nurse will review the specifics of the assessment, and if the student is in need of further testing or treatment, then the nurse will report this to the principal.  The principal will advise the Superintendent, who will send a letter of notice to the parents, identifying the medical issues raised by the nurse on the basis of the health assessment report.

c. It will be the responsibility of the school district, working directly through the school nurse, to make all reasonable efforts to determine whether further testing or 
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treatment has been provided as suggested.  The efforts of the school nurse, 

either oral or written, will be noted as a permanent part of the student's health record.

10.     Immunizations

Immunization requirements are satisfied if a child (1) presents a certificate from a physician or local health agency stating the month, date and year of initial immunizations and that additional immunizations are in process; or (2) presents a certificate from a physician stating that an otherwise required immunization is medically contraindicated because of the physical condition of the student; or (3) presents a written objection to an otherwise required immunization on religious grounds; or (4) in the case of measles, mumps or rubella, presents a certificate from a physician that the student has had protection against these diseases based on specific blood testing conducted by a certified laboratory; or (5) in the case of hemophilus influenza type B has passed his/her fifth birthday, or (6) in the case of pertussis has passed his sixth birthday, or (7) he/she has had a natural infection confirmed by laboratory report (except varicella), or (8) he/she has had varicella confirmed in a signed and dated statement by a physician or laboratory report shall be exempt.  
The school district will assume responsibility for immunizations for a student in grade six and ten only if (a) the student's parents/guardian meet the eligibility requirements for free or reduced price meals under the National School Lunch Program or for free milk under the special milk program, and (b) the student's parents/guardian request that the school system provide the assessment and such request is made in writing.

11.
Transfer of Records

a. A student’s health records will travel with him/her from school to school within the State of Connecticut.

b. If a student transfers out of the State of Connecticut, then a copy of the student's health record will be sent to the Superintendent of Schools or designee of the receiving district, and the original record will be retained in the school where the student was last in local attendance.  A notation to this effect will be included in the retained copy, indicating the school district to which the copy of the health records was sent.
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Appendix A
RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE

Children with religious exemptions shall be permitted to attend school except in the case of a vaccine-preventable disease outbreak in the school.  All susceptible students will be excluded from school based on public health officials’ determination that the school is a primary site for disease exposure, transmission and spread into the community.  Students excluded from school for this reason will not be able to return to school until (1) the danger of the outbreak has passed as determined by public health officials, (2) the student becomes ill with the disease and completely recovers, or (3) the student is immunized.  For example, for measles the complete incubation period is eighteen (18) days from the onset of symptoms for the last case in the community.  Outbreaks like measles may last for several months.

According to State statutes (Connecticut General Statutes Sections 19a-7f and 10-204a), no child may be admitted to school without proof of immunization or a statement of exemption.  Parents or guardians seeking an exemption on the basis that immunizations would be contrary to religious beliefs of the child should complete the following statement and return it to the school nurse.

.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

To Whom It May Concern:

As the parent(s)  / guardian(s) of 














Name of student
I / we hereby assert that the immunization of this student would be contrary to the religious beliefs of this child.  Therefore, this child shall be exempt from the required immunizations under Section 10-204a of the Connecticut General Statutes and shall be permitted to attend school except in the base of a vaccine-preventable disease outbreak in the school.

Date




Signature of Parent(s) / Guardian(s)

Date




Signature of Parent(s) / Guardian(s)






Street Address



















City, State, Zip Code



















Telephone  Number 


