4147.2(a)

4247.2

Personnel -- Certified/Classified
Management of Medical Waste
Medical waste is defined as waste containing or suspected of containing pathogenic agents which may cause disease in persons exposed to the waste and includes:

a.
Sharps:  new or used syringes with needles attached, lancets, capillary tubes, pipettes, Tine Test devices, and any glassware that has come in contact with an infectious agent (e.g., new or used vial of live or attenuated vaccine).

b.
Non-sharps:  any discarded supplies which are saturated and/or dripping with blood or a regulated body fluid including pleural, peritoneal, pericardial, synovial, cerebrospinal fluids and semen and vaginal secretions, or which were saturated and/or dripping but are now caked and dried.  Also, human tissue from debridement, exclusion or extraction, and purulent drainage.  Discarded supplies may include, but are not limited to:  saturated dressings, gauze, table paper, gowns, gloves, underparts, tubes, drains.  Also included are IV bags and irrigation solution ' bags if they resemble IV bags, and syringes without needles attached including irrigating syringes, syringes from Foley insertion trays, and feeding tube irrigating syringes.

The following are not medical waste unless for some reason they fall into one of

the above categories:


urine, stool and items used in personal hygiene, such as sanitary napkins and diapers, underparts and colostomy bags, unless they are removed in the School Health Office, may be disposed of in the conventional manner, i.e., by toilet or regular trash can.  Urine and stool which are contaminated with blood should be disposed of in red bags.  If there is visible blood with the urine or stool, then the diaper, underparts or colostomy bags must be disposed of as medically regulated waste.  Sanitary napkins should be contained in such a way as to limit exposure to custodial personnel.  All custodial staff must have bloodborne pathogen training and are considered to have occupational exposure to bloodborne pathogens.

The sanitary napkins are not considered medically regulated waste but should be contained to limit possible staff exposure and can be discarded by conventional trash means.  Sanitary napkin receptacles should be lined with plastic bags.  Plastic bags must be discarded with their contents.

Foley catheters, urinary drainage bags, Foley Catheter insertion trays and supplies (except syringes), irrigating solution containers and trays (except syringes) may be disposed of in the usual manner, i.e., by toilet or trash can.

4147.2(b)

4147.2

Personnel -- Certified/Classified
Management of Medical Waste (continued)

Disposal of Medical Waste
Hemoccult slides and reagent test strips, such as Chemstrips or Clinitest may be disposed of in any regular trash can.

a.
Sharps:  will be directly discarded into a red, one-way closing, puncture​ resistant container which is leak-proof on the sides and bottom, without bending, removing, recapping, clipping or breaking.  The container will be clearly labeled with information to show that it contains medical waste.  The label must be water-resistant and at least three (3) inches by five (5) inches and indicate the school or clinic name and address.


When recapping or removal of a used needle is required by a specific medical procedure, or when, in an unusual circumstance, no other alternative is possible, recapping will be done using a one-handed technique.  When a medical procedure requires recapping or removal of a needle, the procedure must be reviewed by the School Medical Advisor or the School Nurse.

b.
Non-sharps:  will be placed in a red plastic bag in the School Health Office.   When the red plastic bag is full, it must be tied closed.

Medical waste containers will be available in all School Health Offices and will be stored in an area to which only the nursing staff, school administration, and qualified first aid givers will have access.  This area will be locked when not in use.

Medical waste containers will be maintained upright throughout the period of their use, must not be overfilled, and must be sealed when full.  The filled container must be brought to the designated area, where it will be placed in a designated central collection box.  These containers will be periodically picked up by an authorized medical waste hauler and properly incinerated.
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