EASTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING

June 9, 2009









Filed subject to approval.
Present:  L. Canada; E. Carroll; E. Cohen; K. Fox Santora; M. Mas; C. Meskers; J. Parker.
Public:  There was no member of the public present.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion:  Move to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2009 meeting.  

Cohen, Parker -Approved. Unanimous.

DISCUSSION

This was the third in a series of three discussions on the science curriculum. A handout titled How Are Framework (Science) Learning Goals Organized? was distributed to the committee. This document, part of the Science Framework, is available on the Connecticut State Department Web site. It provides a description of how the content standards for scientific inquiry, literacy, and numeracy are critical parts of the science standards for each grade level. Grade levels are clustered to include PreK-2; Grades 3-5; Grades 6-8; and Grades 9-12. 
The elementary science CMT is cumulative and includes science knowledge described in the Core Science Curriculum Framework for grades 3, 4 and 5.  The middle school science CMT is also a cumulative test and includes science knowledge described in the Core Science Curriculum Framework for grades 6, 7 and 8. Sample assessment items from the CMT-Science Handbook were also distributed to committee members. Multiple choice items for elementary and middle school were discussed by the participants. The multiple choice items assess for both inquiry and content knowledge. The CMT scoring rubric for open-ended (also called “constructed response”) questions was also reviewed along with sample elementary and middle school constructed response items.
All students in Grades 3-8, inclusive, per CSDE mandate are exposed to a science curriculum-embedded performance task. These performance tasks provide students with opportunities to frame questions that are testable, collect data, develop critical thinking skills, and produce logical valid conclusions based on their investigations. The elementary samples of the curriculum-embedded tasks were shared by Kim Fox-Santora and the middle school samples of the curriculum-embedded tasks were shared by Joan Parker. Marie Mas shared a curriculum-embedded task that was piloted this year by second-grade teachers at Samuel Staples Elementary School.
The administrators shared information related to the preparation for the upcoming Tri-State Consortium visit in October, 2009. Ms. Mas distributed a document outlining the three categories of systemic performance and the framework of the Tri-State Assessment Model. The visiting team will implement this model using the eight indicators as a guide for assessing the ER9 Science Curriculum.
Dates for meeting in the 2009-2010 school year will be determined in late August.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment. 
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by E. Marie Mas
