EASTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
April 21, 2009
Minutes

Filed subject to approval.

Present:  Allan, Cohen, Katz, Maiorano, Underberger 
Administration: Fossbender, Mas, Sullivan, Fox-Santora, Parker, Kaplan, Dekle

Others: one staff member
Dr. Katz called the meeting to order at 7:43 pm.

WELLER FOUNDATION EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD

Mrs. Mas acknowledged teacher Elizabeth Kloeblen who received the Weller Foundation Excellence in Teaching Award.  Ms. Kloeblen’s unit was entitled Exploring Expression Through Masks, Music & Movement.  Ms. Kloeblen gave the board a brief overview of the project and board members congratulated Ms. Kloeblen on this honor.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: move to approve the minutes of March 10, 2009 as submitted.  Allan, Underberger. Approved, Unanimous.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON THE DISTRICT TECHNOLOGY PLAN 2009-2012

Motion: move that the Easton Board of Education approve the District Technology Plan 2009-2012 as presented.  Allen, Maiorano.  Approved. Unanimous.

Mr. Maiorano commented that the State should establish standards for competency in technology, as well as establish a training and certification process. 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ER9 FOOD SERVICE

Mrs. Sullivan reported the Food Service Committee has completed a review of the food service contract bidders and narrowed the field to two vendors.  A part of the new contract assumes a modest increase, 25 cents, in the cost of lunches.  The consensus of the board members was that this modest increase would be acceptable assuming the quality of the food served was improved.

2009-2010 BUDGET UPDATE

No additional discussion.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

Helen Keller Middle School:  Mrs. Parker reported that students participated in an American Airlines sponsored letter writing campaign.  Students wrote letters to American soldiers serving in Iraq.
Samuel Staples Elementary School: Mrs. Fox-Santora reported on the plans for traffic control/parking for the ice cream social on the day of the budget referendum vote.  A dedicated parking area will be provided for those attending the ice cream social.  The goal of the plan is to provide sufficient parking for voters.  Additional police will be available to control the traffic and parking.  Mrs. Fox-Santora also reported the Easton Tree Warden received a grant for 600 assorted trees to be planted.  101 of the shortest trees will be pot planted by Kindergartners to take to their homes.

Director of Special Services: Dr. Dekle provided a written report.

Director of Finance: Mrs. Sullivan provided the monthly expense summary and the health insurance report.  February health expenses were very high, March numbers were much better. Mrs. Sullivan reported the health insurance reserve fund will likely end the year with a deficit number.  The health insurance fixed costs for next year are anticipated to be reduced from the current year cost.  The bids for health insurance are still under review.

Assistant Superintendent and Director of Curriculum:  Mrs. Mas reported she participated in a State Department curriculum discussion of the State Department of Education web site redesign. Mrs. Mas also complimented the volunteers who sponsored the Diversity Day at Samuel Staples Elementary School.
Superintendent: Dr. Fossbender reported he is monitoring the bills in the General Assembly and will keep the board members posted on changes. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion:  move to adjourn the meeting. Allan/Underberger.  Approved. Unanimous.
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Recorded by Mary Maday

