EASTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
March 10 2009
Minutes

Filed subject to approval.

Present:  Allan, Cohen, Katz, Treidel, Underberger 
Administration: Fossbender, Mas, Fox-Santora, Parker, Kaplan, Dekle

Others: five members of the public and a representative of the CT Post
Dr. Katz called the meeting to order at 7:37 pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: move to approve the minutes of March 4, 2009 as submitted.  Allan, Treidel. Approved, Unanimous.

Motion: move to approve the minutes of February 10, 2009 as submitted.  Allan, Treidel. Approved, Unanimous.

Motion: move to approve the minutes of February 12, 2009 as submitted.  Allan, Treidel. Approved, Unanimous.

Motion: move to approve the minutes of February 25, 2009 as corrected.  Allan, Treidel. Approved, Unanimous.

Correction:  Dr. Cohen arrived at the meeting at 8:30 pm.

AGENDA CHANGE/ADDITION

Motion: move to change the agenda moving #7 to precede #5.  Allan, Underberger. Approved. Unanimous.

Motion: move to add to executive session a discussion related to a municipal employee: Charlene Ashby.  Allan, Treidel.  Approved. Unanimous.

PRESENTATION BY WILFRED TRESSLER OF THE EASTON FARMLAND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE—USE OF LAND ON THE CAMPUS OF SAMUEL STAPLES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO GROW PRODUCE

Mr. Tressler began his presentation with a brief overview of the history of farming in Easton, and particularly on the parcel of land which is the site of Samuel Staples Elementary School.  He went on to describe plans to use a portion of the land in front of the school for farming purposes.  The concept has been presented to the Board of Selectmen and will be presented to the Planning & Zoning Commission next.  The property could be used in a variety of ways, i.e. small plots for student gardening, leased portions for growing of food for use in the schools, community gardens, etc. All organic materials would be used.  Mr. Tressler stressed the importance of getting kids interested in agriculture.  
Motion:  move that the Easton Board of Education supports the concept of farming a portion of the SSES site as presented March 10, 2009.  Allan, Cohen.  Approved. Unanimous.

PRESENTATION: PROJECT LEAD THE WAY

Gregory Kane, Connecticut Department of Education Consultant, Technology Education & Engineering presented information on Project Lead The Way.  Mrs. Parker previously described the program to the Board of Education with plans to begin incorporating the program into the middle school.  The current proposed budget does not include the program due to budgetary constraints.

Mr. Kane described the program which introduces students to the field of engineering.  The five-unit middle school curriculum includes Design & Modeling, Magic of Electrons, Science of Technology, Automation & Robotics, and Flight & Space.  The program is being used successfully throughout the country. 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION: RECOMMENDATION OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS CONCERNING THE INSTITUTION OF TEACHER NONRENEWALS PURSUANT TO CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES SECTION 10-151
Dr. Fossbender read a statement regarding the mandated action on nonrenewals.  The action does not reflect the quality of the work performed by the individuals named.  The nonrenewals are the result of long-term substitutes for teachers on maternity, medical or other leaves.
Motion:  move that, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Section 10-151, the Easton board of Education nonrenews the teacher contract of Amy Lee, Judith Keklik, Catherine Groell, Nancy Murphy, Melissa Giovanniello, Darren Lougee, and Meredith Klatt at the end of the 2008-2009 school year as recommended by the Superintendent.  I further move that the Superintendent be directed  to communicate this action of the Board in writing to Amy Lee, Judith Keklik, Catherine Groell, Nancy Murphy, Melissa Giovanniello, Darren Lougee, & Meredith Klatt and that the Superintendent of Schools be authorized to respond on behalf of the Board to any requests for a hearing, if required by law, or for other data which may be forthcoming from the teacher and/or her representative pursuant to applicable provisions of Connecticut General Statutes Section 10-151; and that the Superintendent be directed that any response to a request for a hearing, if a hearing is required by law, indicate that such hearing is to be before the Board of Education.  Treidel, Allan.  Approved. Unanimous.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion: move that the Easton Board of Education recess to executive session for a discussion of pending litigation and discussion related to a municipal employee, Charlene Ashby.  Treidel, Underberger.  Approved. Unanimous.

Mrs. Mas and Dr. Fossbender were invited to be present.
The meeting recessed at 8:40 pm.
The board returned to public session at 9:15 pm.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion:  move to adjourn the meeting. Allan, Underberger.  Approved. Unanimous.
The meeting adjourned at 9:16 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Al Treidel, Board Secretary

Recorded by Mary Maday

