5113.2(a)

STUDENTS

Truancy

The Board of Education must provide school accommodations for each school-aged child residing within the District's jurisdiction.  Regular attendance and punctuality are expected from all children enrolled in our schools.  The responsibility for assuring that students attend school rests with the parent(s) or other person having control of the child.  Every effort must be made to keep absences and tardiness to a minimum.  To assist parents and other persons in meeting this responsibility, the Board of Education, through its Superintendent and/or his or her designee, will maintain procedures to implement this policy.

Procedures Governing Truancy

1. Annually at the beginning of the school year, and upon any enrollment during the school year, notify parents or other persons having control of each child enrolled, ages five (5) to eighteen (18), inclusive, in writing of the obligations of the parent pursuant to student attendance (C.G.S. 10-184).

2. Annually at the beginning of the school year, and upon any enrollment during the school year, obtain from each parent or other persons having control of each enrolled child, ages five (5) to eighteen (18) inclusive, a telephone number or other means of contacting such parent or other person during the school day.

3. Establish a system for monitoring student's individual unexcused absences/tardies.

4. Make a reasonable effort to notify, by telephone the parent(s) or other such person having control of the child whenever a child fails to report to school on a regularly scheduled school day and no indication has been received by school personnel that the child's parent or such other person is aware of the student's absence.  Persons, who in good faith give or fail to give notice pursuant to this section, shall be immune from any liability, in accordance with state law.

5. Identify a student as "truant" when the student has four (4) unexcused absences in any one-month or ten (10) unexcused absences in any school year.

6. Hold a meeting with appropriate staff and the parent or other person having control of the child identified as a "truant" to review and evaluate the reasons for the truant behavior.  Such meeting shall be held no later than ten (10) school days after the child's fourth (4th) unexcused absence in a month or tenth (10th) unexcused absence in a school year.

7. Identify a student as a "habitual truant" when the student has twenty (20) unexcused absences in any school year.

5113.2(b)

Truancy (continued)

8. Refer student to the S.A.T. which shall review the reasons for the truancy and develop an action plan as appropriate.  Such action plan may include the coordination of services, including continued supports within the school and referrals to community agencies providing child and family services.

Formal Complaint

If the parent or other person having control of a child who is a truant fails to attend the meeting referenced in paragraph (6) of this policy, or if such parent or other person otherwise fails to cooperate with the school in attempting to solve a truancy problem, the Superintendent or his or her designee shall file a written compliant with the Superior Court in accordance with state law alleging that the child's family is a family with service needs.

Exemption

This policy shall not apply to any child who is elsewhere receiving equivalent instruction in the studies taught in the public schools, in accordance with state law.
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